23 Pentecost
November 8, 2020

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church
WELCOME
St. Cyprian’s is a welcoming, inclusive, vibrant community of faith, where every person is invited to engage in
our worship, mission, and ministry, and ALL are welcomed at our Communion Table . This booklet contains all
you will need for this morning’s worship. Information about upcoming events, activities, and ministries are
found on the last page. If you are a visitor, or new to St. Cyprian's, we would be honored to have your name
and contact information to keep you informed of news of our church and ministries; the blue information
brochure in each pew has a form that you may use. WELCOME!

PRELUDE
OPENING HYMN

“All Who Hunger”

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant:
People:

Blessed are you, holy and living One.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Priest:
People:
Priest:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us
children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure;
that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious
kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING:
1Joshua

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25

gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the
officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says
the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond
the Euphrates and served other gods. 3aThen I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him
through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many.’ 14“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him
in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt,
and serve the LORD. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose
land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 16Then the people answered,
“Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods; 17for it is the LORD our God who
brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great
signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom
we passed; 18and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore
we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 19But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for
he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20If you forsake the
LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you
good.” 21And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the LORD!” 22Then Joshua said to the people, “You
are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.” And they said, “We are
witnesses.” 23He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the
LORD, the God of Israel.” 24The people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will obey.”
25So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at
Shechem.
Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Amen. Amen.

PSALM 78:1-7
1Hear

my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
2I will open my mouth in a parable; *
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.
3That which we have heard and known, and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.
4We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, *
and the wonderful works he has done.
5He gave his decrees to Jacob and established a law for Israel, *
which he commanded them to teach their children;
6That the generations to come might know, and the children yet unborn; *
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;
7So that they might put their trust in God, *
and not forget the deeds of God, but keep his commandments.

THE SECOND READING:
13We

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may
not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who
have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of
God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who
are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with
the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.
Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Amen. Amen.

GRADUAL HYMN

“O God of Earth and Altar”

THE GOSPEL:
Priest:
People:

Matthew 25:1-13

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

[Jesus said,] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to
meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they
took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of
them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out
to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you
and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was
shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you,
I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of our Lord.
Amen. Amen.

THE SERMON
AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

FR. TED VOORHEES
(A New Zealand Prayer Book)

You, O God, are supreme and holy.
You create our world and give us life.
Your purpose overarches everything we do.
You have always been with us.
You are God.
You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure.
You came to us before we came to you.
You have revealed and proved your love for us in Jesus Christ,
who lived and died and rose again.
You are with us now.
You are God.
You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.
You are our God. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
People:

Blessed are you eternal God,
To be praised and glorified for ever.

Leader:
People:

Source of all love, hear us as we pray for the unity of all humanity,
May we all be one that the world may rejoice.

Leader:
People:

Grant that all people may truly and humbly serve you,
That your holy life may be revealed in us.

Leader:
People:

Strengthen all who minister in your name.
Give us courage to proclaim your good news.

Leader:
People:

Inspire and lead those who hold authority in the nations of the world.
Guide us and all people in the way of justice and peace.

Leader:
People:

Make us alive to the needs of our community.
Help us to share one another’s joys and burdens.

Leader:
People:

Look with kindness on our homes and families,
Grant that your love may grow in our hearts.

Leader:
People:

Have compassion on those who suffer from sickness, grief or trouble.
In your presence may they find strength.

Leader:
People:

We remember those who have died.
O God, into your hands we commend them.

Leader:

Remembering blessed Cyprian we praise you for all your saints who have entered
your eternal glory.
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

People:
Leader:

We pray for our own needs and blessings …
Particular intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered silently or aloud.

Leader:
People:

O God, you have called us to serve you.
Grant that we may walk in your presence:
Your love in our hearts,
Your truth in our minds,
Your strength in our wills,
Until, at the end of our journey,
We may know the joy of our homecoming
And the welcome of your embrace,
Amen.

THE PEACE
Priest:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERTORY HYMN

“Before Thy Throne, O God We Kneel”

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Priest:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Priest:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Priest:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns,
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill.
You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against
one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in
the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of
freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with
all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their
unending hymn:

The priest continues

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now
bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our
Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham and Sarah; God of Isaac and Rebekah; God of Jacob
and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world
about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for
pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Priest:
People:

Alleluia. We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Priest

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Feed on them in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
May God’s blessing be with you,
Christ’s peace be with you,
and the Spirit’s outpouring be with you,
now and always.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”

DISMISSAL
Priest:
People:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of God’s Spirit.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

About Our Worship Booklet
The worship in this booklet follows the form of Holy Eucharist: Rite II in the Book of Common Prayer. The Affirmation
of Faith is borrowed from the New Zealand Prayer Book. (The New Zealand Anglican Church is part of the worldwide
Anglican Communion.) The Eucharistic Prayer is Prayer C from the Book of Common Prayer. The readings from Holy
Scripture are from Lectionary Year A using the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.

Prayer List
We pray for those known to the people of St. Cyprian’s who are ill or who have asked for our prayers: Bill Wall, Steven
Piroch, Karen & Bruce Cudworth, Matt Shirer, Benedetta & Family, Elise Osako, Joe Lynn Look, Ronald Stafford, Geordy
Maish, Pat Laurencelle, Charlie Schwab, Elizabeth McGuinness, Tom Lutton, Annette Cappella, Jon Wiles, Jim Colee, Jim
Lofquist, Kevin Cash and Beth.
We pray also for Hunter Camp, Michael Gallagher, Linda Parker, Nancy, Skip Hutton, Marnie, Jeff, Johnathon Edwards,
Dennis O’Neill, George Libonate, Patti Morrissey, Amanda & Jim Pasnik, Janet Sowers, Bonnie Wahiba, Violet Drayton,
Shirley Jones, Adelaide and Anastasia, Foster Swann, Peter Ripley, Garrison Williams, Jonathan Bruce, Debbie Gagnon,
Irma Brooks, Julie Forker, Kelli Ann Dishmon, Jim Bullock, Kris Phillips, Nancy Skadden, Ted D., Allison Paisley, Carrie C.,
Susie & Jeff, Catherine Martin, Liza Aston, Nury, Bill & Mary Jo Dudley.
About the Prayer List – If you would like to add someone to our Prayer List please use the form you’ll find on the table
near the door. And, please let us know when to take someone’s name off our Prayer List.

Announcements
The Church is Open Daily for Prayer 9-4:30
Please be Mindful of Social Distancing

Dining With Dignity – THANKS!
Many thanks to all who contributed food and/or funds for our Election Day Dining With Dignity. We served 55 hungry people,
and handed out 100 take away dinners. Our next Dining With Dignity is scheduled for Tuesday, December 1.
Please watch the announcements in the Voice as we make our plans during this Covid-19 coronavirus crisis.

Ecumenical Food Pantry
The Ecumenical Food Pantry is now open five days a week during this Covid-19 coronavirus crisis, and the need for food is
extremely high. If you want to bring food contributions for the Ecumenical Food Pantry, the church is open for prayer daily
from 9am until 4:30pm, and the food basket is just inside the door. If you would like to make a monetary contribution (each $1
buys 5lbs. of food), please mail the check to the church and put Food Pantry in the memo line.

Zoom Meetings
Book Study – If It Takes All Summer by Dan Warren- MONDAYS AT 11AM
Virtual Coffee Hour – WEDNESDAYS AT 10AM
Centering Prayer – WEDNESDAYS AT 4:30PM
Book Study – Finding Jesus, Discovering Self by Caren Goldman and Bill Dols – THURSDAYS AT 10AM

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church
Fr. Ted Voorhees – Vicar
Pastor Deena Galantowicz – Pastoral Associate
Holly Horahan – Church Administrator
37 Lovett St.
St. Augustine, FL 32084
904-829-8828
StCypriansChurch@att.net
www.StCypriansEpiscopalChurch.org

