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Good Friday 
On this day the minister enter in silence. All then kneel for silent prayer, after which the 
Celebrant stands and begins the liturgy with the Collect of the Day. Immediately before the 
Collect, the Celebrant says 
 

  Blessed be our God, 
People  For ever and ever. Amen. 
  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus 
Christ was willing to be betrayed, and to suffer death upon the cross; who now lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Wisdom 2:12-24 
‘Let us lie in wait for the righteous man, because he is inconvenient to us and opposes our 
actions; he reproaches us for sins against the law, and accuses us of sins against our training. 
He professes to have knowledge of God, and calls himself a child of the Lord. He became to 
us a reproof of our thoughts; the very sight of him is a burden to us, because his manner of 
life is unlike that of others, and his ways are strange. We are considered by him as something 
base, and he avoids our ways as unclean; he calls the last end of the righteous happy, and 
boasts that God is his father.  Let us see if his words are true, and let us test what will happen 
at the end of his life; for if the righteous man is God’s child, he will help him, and will deliver 
him from the hand of his adversaries. Let us test him with insult and torture, so that we may 
find out how gentle he is, and make trial of his forbearance. Let us condemn him to a 
shameful death, for, according to what he says, he will be protected.’  Thus they reasoned, but 
they were led astray, for their wickedness blinded them, and they did not know the secret 
purposes of God, nor hoped for the wages of holiness, nor discerned the prize for blameless 
souls; for God created us for incorruption, and made us in the image of his own eternity, but 
through the devil’s envy death entered the world, and those who belong to his company 
experience it. 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Amen.  Amen. 

 
Psalm 40:1-14 
I waited patiently upon the Lord; * 
 he stooped to me and heard my cry. 
He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; * 
 he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 
He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; * 
 many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the Lord. 



Happy are they who trust in the Lord! * 
 they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods. 
Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God! 
How great your wonders and your plans for us! * 
 there is none who can be compared with you. 
Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! * 
 but they are more than I can count. 
In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure * 
 (you have given me ears to hear you); 
Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, * 
 and so I said, “Behold, I come. 
In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: * 
 ‘I love to do your will, O my God; your law is deep in my heart.’” 
I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; * 
 behold, I did not restrain my lips; and that, O Lord, you know. 
Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart; 
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; * 
 I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great congregation. 
You are the Lord; do not withhold your compassion from me; * 
 let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever, 
For innumerable troubles have crowded upon me; 
my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot see; * 
 they are more in number than the hairs of my head, and my heart fails me. 
Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me; * 
 O Lord, make haste to help me. 

 
Romans 8:31-35,37-39 
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is 
to condemn?  It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Amen.  Amen. 



The Passion 
The Passion Gospel is announced in the following manner 
 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
 

The customary responses before and after the Gospel are omitted. 
 

When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. He said to 
them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I tell you, I will 
not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." Then he took a cup, and after giving 
thanks he said, "Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I 
will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." Then he took a loaf 
of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is my 
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." And he did the same with the 
cup after supper, saying, "This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my 
blood. But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. For the Son 
of Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!" 
 
Then they began to ask one another, which one of them it could be who would do this. A 
dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 
But he said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over 
them are called benefactors. But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must 
become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. For who is greater, the one 
who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you 
as one who serves. "You are those who have stood by me in my trials; and I confer on you, 
just as my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, so that you may eat and drink at my table 
in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Simon, Simon, 
listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your 
own faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned back, strengthen your 
brothers." And he said to him, "Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death!" 
Jesus said, "I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you have denied three times 
that you know me." 
 
He said to them, "When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack 
anything?" They said, "No, not a thing." He said to them, “But now, the one who has a purse 
must take it, and likewise a bag. And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy 
one. For I tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me, 'And he was counted among the 
lawless'; and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled." They said, "Lord, look, here 
are two swords." He replied, "It is enough." He came out and went, as was his custom, to the 
Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to them, 
"Pray that you may not come into the time of trial." 
 



Then he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, knelt down, and prayed, "Father, if you 
are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done." Then an angel 
from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In his anguish he prayed more 
earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground. When 
he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, and 
he said to them, "Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the 
time of trial." 
 
While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the 
twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; but Jesus said to him, "Judas, is it 
with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?" When those who were around him saw 
what was coming, they asked, "Lord, should we strike with the sword?" Then one of them 
struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, "No more of this!" 
And he touched his ear and healed him. 
 
Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and the elders who had 
come for him, "Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? When I was 
with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and 
the power of darkness!" Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high 
priest's house. But Peter was following at a distance. 
 
When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat 
among them. Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, "This 
man also was with him." But he denied it, saying, "Woman, I do not know him." A little later 
someone else, on seeing him, said, "You also are one of them." But Peter said, "Man, I am 
not!" Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, "Surely this man also was with 
him; for he is a Galilean." But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are talking about!" 
At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed.  The Lord turned and looked 
at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, "Before the 
cock crows today, you will deny me three times." And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 
Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; they also 
blindfolded him and kept asking him, "Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?" They kept 
heaping many other insults on him. When day came, the assembly of the elders of the 
people, both chief priests and scribes, gathered together, and they brought him to their 
council. They said, "If you are the Messiah, tell us." He replied, "If I tell you, you will not 
believe; and if I question you, you will not answer. But from now on the Son of Man will be 
seated at the right hand of the power of God." All of them asked, "Are you, then, the Son of 
God?" He said to them, "You say that I am." Then they said, "What further testimony do we 
need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!" 
 



Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They began to accuse him, 
saying, "We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, 
and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king." Then Pilate asked him, "Are you the king 
of the Jews?" He answered, "You say so." Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, 
"I find no basis for an accusation against this man." But they were insistent and said, "He stirs 
up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this 
place." When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he 
learned that he was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was himself in 
Jerusalem at that time.  
 
When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting to see him for a long time, 
because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him perform some sign. He 
questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the 
scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with 
contempt and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. 
That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been 
enemies. 
 

Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and said to them, 
"You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I have examined 
him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 
Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. 
I will therefore have him flogged and release him." Then they all shouted out together, 
"Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!" (This was a man who had been put in prison 
for an insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for murder.) Pilate, wanting to 
release Jesus, addressed them again; but they kept shouting, "Crucify, crucify him!" A third 
time he said to them, "Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the 
sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release him." But they kept 
urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices prevailed. 
So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. He released the man they 
asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed 
Jesus over as they wished. 
 

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the 
country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. A great number 
of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating their breasts 
and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For the days are surely coming 
when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts 
that never nursed.' Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall on us'; and to the hills, 
'Cover us.' For if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?" Two 
others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 



When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for 
they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the 
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him 
save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" The soldiers also mocked him, 
coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!" 
 
There was also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." One of the criminals 
who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are 
under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for 
we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." Then 
he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell 
you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 
 
It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 
while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying 
with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit." Having said this, he 
breathed his last. 
 
When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, "Certainly this man 
was innocent." And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what 
had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. But all his acquaintances, 
including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these 
things.  
 
Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of the 
council, had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of 
Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate 
and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it 
in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. It was the day of Preparation, and the 
sabbath was beginning. The women who had come with him from Galilee followed, and they 
saw the tomb and how his body was laid. Then they returned, and prepared spices and 
ointments. On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 
 

 
Good Friday Homily                                Fr. Ted Voorhees 
 

 



The Solemn Collects 
(People may stand or sit for the prayers) 
 

Dear People of God: Our heavenly Creator sent his Son into the world to bring salvation to 
all people.  We pray, therefore, for people everywhere according to their needs. 
 

Let us pray for sacred communities of faith throughout the world; 
For unity in witness and service for the good of all humanity 
For leaders of faith in its many expressions 
For the Christian faith, the Episcopal Church, the Diocese of Florida, and for St. 
Cyprian’s  
For John, our Bishop, and all the people of this diocese 
For all people of faith in this community and around the world 

That God will confirm every community of faith, increase them in love, and preserve them in 
peace. 
 

Silence 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for 
all peoples of the world.  Open their hearts in compassion, and strengthen them in service to 
each other.  Amen. 
 


 

Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in authority among them; 
For Joseph, the President of the United States 
For the Congress and the Supreme Court 
For all those who work for peace among nations 
For all who serve the common good 

That by God’s help they may seek justice and truth, and live in peace and concord. 
 
Silence 
 

Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your 
wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in tranquility your 
dominion may increase, until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love. Amen. 
 





Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind; 
For the hungry and the homeless, the destitute and the oppressed 
For the sick, the wounded, and the crippled 
For those in loneliness, fear, and anguish 
For those who face temptation, doubt, and despair 
For the sorrowful and bereaved 
For prisoners and captives, and those in mortal danger 

That God in all mercy will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the knowledge of divine 
love, and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to their needs. 
 

Silence 
 

Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer: Let the cry of 
those in misery and need come to you, that they may find your mercy present with them in 
all their afflictions; and give us, we pray, the strength to serve them for the sake of him who 
suffered for us, your Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 


 
Let us pray for all who are indifferent to the wonderful deeds of a loving God; 

For those who have lost their faith 
For those hardened by sin or apathy 
For the contemptuous and the scornful 
For those who are enemies of your divine Spirit and persecutors of the faithful 
For those who in the name of their faith have persecuted others 

That God will open their hearts to truth, and lead them to a faith and a life-giving wholeness. 
 

Silence 
 

Merciful God, creator of all the peoples of the earth and lover of souls: Have compassion on 
all who seek you by many paths; let your Word be preached with grace and power to those 
who have not heard it; turn the hearts of those who resist it; and bring home to your fold 
those who have gone astray. Amen. 
 


 
Let us commit ourselves to our God, and pray for the grace of a holy life, that, with all who 
have departed this world and have died in the peace of their faith, and those whose faith is 
known to God alone, we may be accounted worthy to enter into the fullness of the joy of 
our Lord, and receive the crown of life in the day of resurrection. 
 

Silence 



O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole creation, that 
wonderful and sacred mystery. By the effectual working of your providence, carry out in 
tranquility the plan of salvation.  Let the whole world see and know that things which were 
cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that 
all things are being brought to their perfection. Amen. 
 
Now in the words that Jesus taught us: 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 

   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, 
   your will be done, 
      on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
   as we forgive those 
      who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
   and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
   and the glory are yours 

       now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 

The service concludes with the following prayer. No blessing or dismissal is added. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, cross, and death 
between your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our death. Give mercy and 
grace to the living; pardon and rest to the dead; and to your holy people everywhere, peace 
and concord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 



Regarding GOOD FRIDAY 

The very earliest Christian customs place The Passion according to John at the center of the 
Good Friday liturgy. John’s Passion is distinct in several ways, including how it assigns to “the 
Jews” particular responsibility for the death of Jesus. While Matthew, Mark and Luke assign 
some individuals and some Jewish groups to play particular roles in the events that led to the 
trial and death of Jesus, those gospels equally assign complicit roles to some who were most 
intimate with Jesus as well as Roman political and judicial leaders. But the language of John’s 
Passion narrative singles out “the Jews” as a distinct category of people who bear unique 
blame.  

Over the centuries some of the most influential Christian leaders, including John 
Chrysostom, Augustine, Thomas Aquinas and Martin Luther, continued and elaborated on 
this blame trope. An assumption that all Jews, past and present, bore special and perpetual 
blame for the death of Jesus seeped into Christian liturgies and preaching, particularly on 
Good Friday. From Medieval times into the Modern era, Jews were reluctant to go out in 
public in many places on Good Friday.  

After the Holocaust, Christians confronted more honestly assumptions that singled out 
Jewish people for the death of Jesus. Important scholarly work was done by individual 
Christian theologians and Biblical scholars. National and international Christian communities 
began to confront this heritage. In 2006, the General Convention of The Episcopal Church 
directed that “materials that assist members of the Church to address Christian anti-Judaism 
expressed and stirred by portions of Christian scriptures and liturgical texts be developed….”    

Because there is unfinished work and because anti-Semitism continues, this commentary is 
provided.  

On this day, the Church confronts the failures in the whole human condition that result in 
injustice and violence. In the appointed prayers in the liturgy we pray for those who have 
persecuted the followers of Jesus and we also pray “For those who in the name of Christ have 
persecuted others.” 
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